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Ref : 2-92/1 13 October 1966 


Uganda and the Southern Suda 
Anya Hye Tim | $25 


Would you please refer to my letter PONCE air of 7 September 
about refugees in Uganda in whieh I mentioned, in paregraph 11, reports 
of ineursions over the border into northern Ugenda of members of Anya Tyas, 
the Southern Sudanese rebel movement? 


2s A report appeared in the local weekly, = das of 17 September 
to the effect that carlier in the month a Ugan ry platoon had driven 
back into the Sudan a band of about 250 armed querilla fighters belonging 
to Anya Kya who hed crossed the border into Uganda. I enclose a cor; 

of this newspaper report. You will see that a Ugandan Defence Ministry 
official is stated to have confirmed that the story was “essentiall 
correct". We have .oard nothing more of the incident, but a r mado 
the other day at a traditional function in Nadi District by the Lopirizo 
(Constitutional Head of Madi) suggests that the report of the A n 
incursion may well be rue, end tends to confirm one's suspicion nat : is 
wes not in any case the first example of unwolcome A Nye activity on 
the Uganda side of the border: the Lopirigo (who was himself apparently 
manhandled, along with other Ugandens in Moyo, by the Uganda Aray during 
their recent witchhunt for refugees in that area: see raragraph 9 of ny 
letter under reference) was reported as_ saying (in 2 speech on the third 
anniversary of his assumption of office) that his listeners (the people 
of Neyo) should fecl secure from further threats from the Sie Hye boomge 
“the Uganda Government were prepared to atop further violation of Uganda's 
territorial integrity". In the light of the stories of the Uganda Army's 
behaviour in Moyo reported in my letter under reference, I am inclined 

to doubt that the presence of the Uganda Army in the Moyo area to prevent 
further ineursions by the ann Nya would be very much less of o threat 

to the well-being of the cople of that town than tho ‘a Nya thecsel ves: 
and f ae not be surprised if the Lopirigo himself privately thinks the 
same thing 


Ne Fosnett, Enq., 0-.B.B., 
st Africa Department, 
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Refugees 


3 You may also Like to know, in connection with Sudanese refugees in 
Uganda, that the Sudanese Enbassy here announced in late September 
details of arrangements,agreed between the Sudanese Refugee Repatriation 
Committee and the Sudanese Ministry of Bducation, for the repatriation 
of Sudanose students who entered "Bast Af»ica" as refugees. These 
arrangements clearly apply to U » where there are far more 
Sudanese refugees than in Kenya or Tan . the other countries 
presumably covered by the torm "Hast Africa". A statement from the 
Embassy said that all Sudanese students who had previously been studying 
et secondary schools in the Sudan and who now wished to return home, 
would be automatically accepted in their respective schools as "non- 
registered students": they could leave Uganda at any time to return to 
their former achools in the Sudan, and at the beginning of the next 
academic year, they would finally be accepted for the classes for which 
they qualified by nination. Separate arrangements exist for inter~ 
mediate etudents. 208¢@ who bad been in their fourth year in schools 
in the South could go at once to Malakal (Uppey Nile) where they would be 
able to sit entry examinations for the Rumbek (Bahr 1 Ghazal) and Juba 
(Bquetoria) schools; they would also sit for the final intermediate 
school examination. Students who had beon studying in the South 
nocord: te the northern schools gyllabue were ‘invited to go at once 
to Renk (in the north of Upper Mile) where they could imnoediately join 
Classes. All other intermediate students, "academic or technical 


who had followed the southern schools' labes could go to Juba, where 

they could join intermediate and technical achools. The statement wont 

on to explain that elthough Sudanese students in Mest Africa might apply 

to the school and class in the Sudan corresponding to their school or 

Clase in East Africa, hag | might have to sit for a qualifying examination 
ne 


es the standards between Sudan and Bast Africa might vary. It also 
seid that the dudanese Eabassy would previde all facilities for students 
Wishing to return to the Sudan and that, once home, those students wacse 
schools were on vacation would be given assistance by local education 
officers. 


4. All this locke quite reasons on peper. But it remains to be 
soon how many Sudanese students in Uganda (of whom there moat be quite 
a number, mostly, I gather, scattered mnaong schools, particularly those 
where there is a missionary connection, in the northern areas of the 
country) will wish to take edvantage of Khartoum's offer: certainly 
there has been no sign yet of its being taken up. It will 

aifficult to convince Sudanese refugees here,(most, 1f not o11 of whom 
are from the South) that it is safe for then to roturn te their native 
areas (whieh seems to be the official Khartoum line) and that they have 
anything to gain, odueationally or otherwise, by repatriation. 


5. Moanwhile, as if to reinforce Xhartoum's pleas, William Deng of the 
Suden African National Union (SANU) was reported to have arrived here at 
the beginning of this month, et the invitetion of the "Sudanese Peace 

Comittee", to exylain to Sudanese refugees in Uganda the need for then 
to return homee In 2 statement reported in the local press, Deng said 


[that sess 
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WIDENTIAL 


that the personal safety and economic security of roturning refugees had 
been guaranteed by the Government through the settlement system (he 
referred to the permanent Central Committee for the Resettlement of 
Refugees, which had been set up in Khartoum, with Southern members, ond 
which operates a branch in Juba to receive returning refugees). He also 
mentioned (to add weight to his argument) thet Governnent troops wore under 
better control under Sayed Sadik Mahdi's new Govornment. 


6. Tn en answering statement issued shortly afterwards, Mr. George 
Akumbel-Kwanai, doseribed as the Information Seeretary of the Azan 
Liberation Pront (A.l.F.) claimed that it would be inadvisable for Sudanese 
rofugees to return home whilst the unrest ond military setivity which hed 
enused them to flee was till going ons; he also claimed that his party 
supported the desire of the reople of the South to have the constitutional 
status of the South defined by Northern, and Southern Nationalist Yeadors 
before any elections were held; and maintained that the A.L.F. was not 
represented on the 12-man Constitutional Committee on the South set up b 
the last Round Table Conference, and did not recognise any work of the 
Coumittee carried out after its "expiry" in dune, 1965. 


Te It now remains to be seon what, if anything, new will emerge from 
the Convention on Refugees which the 0.A.U. refugee sub-committee has been 
dvafting in Addis Ababa, and which is to be submitted to the 5.A.U. for 
approval at ita meeting in November (the drafting session was attended by 
a Uganda delegation headed by Dr. Katongole, the !ormanent Secretary of the 
Ministry of Culture ani Comunity Develomment, in his capacity as Director 
of Refugees in Uganda). One cannot help f eoling that in this context 
it is deeds and not words that count. recent oditorial in the 
Argus was surely right in suggesting that the (Sudanese) refugee problen 
In which “Ugenda has an obvious interest in seeing ...a0lved" would remein 
until peace and stebility returned to the Southern Sudan; and in pin- 
poiating the difficulty that there were still some Southern politicians 
intensely suspicious of all moves from Khartoum” and thet despite the 
reported improvement of the military situation in the Southern Sudan, 
the history of the last eleven yoars had shown how easily fighting conld 
flare up after an apparent period of calm, 


8 I enclose an extra copy of this letter (with enclosure) which you may 
Like to pass to the Foreign Office. Copies aloo go to Griffith in 
Khartoum (with enclosure) and Miss Spencer in Nairobi (without enclosure). 
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